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1215 May 18, 1900 

had not been observed by the ship's surgeon. All aboard, whether for 
Havana or Vera Cruz, were vaccinated, baggage and bedding of the 
steerage, which had probably been exposed to infection, steamed and 
steerage compartments disinfected. The steerage passengers were taken 
to Mariel for observation. "We are probably taking rather excessive 
precautions here against smallpox, but the town is free from it for 
probably the first time in its history, and it is worth something to keep 
it so. I think the smallpox quarantine is managed with a minimum 
disturbance to commerce. 

The work of the station' is going on efficiently with little hitch or 
trouble. The disinfection of the viveros is probably the item that does 
least good for the work it causes. 

Eespectfully, H. E. Caetee, 

Burgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Stjegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.J 
Report of inspection and disinfection at Havana for the week ended May t, 1900. 



Number of passengers inspected 291 

Number of passengers vaccinated , 39 

OUT-DOOB DEPARTMENT. 

Vessels disinfected 7 

Baggage for passengers disinfected (exclusive of that on vessels) 459 

Freight and express 449 

Viveros disinfected , 14 

Vessels inspected and entered 15 

Vessels inspected and cleared 22 

3lortuary report for week ended May g, 1900. 

Enteritis 13 

Typhoid fever 1 

Valvular disease of heart ,. 5 

Intestinal infection 2 

Meningitis 6 

Malaria 8 

Pneumonia 5 

Tuberculosis 24 

From all causes 122 

Reports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Caibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, May 9, 1900. 

Sie: I have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary 
report of the quarantine district under my command for the week 
ended May 5, 1900 : 

Matanzas. — Twelve deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during 
the period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 13.89 per 
thousand. This is a remarkably low death rate, and demonstrates an 
excellent sanitary condition despite the fact that the city is not provided 
with all modern hygienic improvements. The principal causes of death 
were as follows : Pneumonia, 2 ; atresia, 2 ; tuberculosis, 1 ; typhoid 
fever, 1 ; malaria, 1 ; other causes, 5. Three cases of diphtheria were 
reported. Seven foreign vessels arrived at this port during the week ;. 
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3 of these were inspected and passed, and 4 passed without inspection. 
Four bills of health were issued to foreign vessels. Thirty-one health 
certificates were issued to persons leaving the island and 107 pieces of 
baggage were inspected and passed. The weather continues warm, 
with light rains. 

Cardenas. — Acting Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez reports that 5 deaths 
occurred in Cardenas during the week. The principal causes were as 
follows : Tuberculosis, 1 ; tetanus, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; other causes, 2. 
Nineteen vessels were inspected on arrival ; 7 of these were foreign ves- 
sels and 12 coasting vessels. Five bills of health were issued to foreign 
vessels. No cases of a particularly infectious or contagious character 
were reported. 

Isabela de Sagua. — Acting Asst. Surg. Pedro Garcia Eiera reports that 
no vessel arrived during the week. Three bills of health were issued 
to foreign vessels and 9 certificates of inspection were issued to coasting 
vessels. 

Caibarien — Acting Asst. Surg. Bernardo Escobar reports that 5 
deaths occurred in Caibarien daring the week. The principal causes of 
deaths were as follows : Malaria, 1 ; pneumonia, 1 ; infectious fever, 1 ; 
other causes, 2. No cases of a particularly infectious or contagious char- 
acter were reported. Four vessels were inspected on arrival ; 2 of these 
were foreign vessels and 2 coasting vessels. Two bills of health were 
issued to foreign vessels and 2 certificates of inspection to coasting 
vessels. 

I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of circular letter issued to 
the medical officers of subports under my command, requesting them to 
include in the weekly reports the mortality per thousand for their cities 
in accordance with the formula for the calculation. 

Eespectfully, G. M. Guiteeas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Suegeon-Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure— Circular Letter. 1 

Matanzas, Cuba, May 4, 1900. 

Sib : Inasmuch as the reports of the last Cuban census are now available, you are 
requested henceforth to include in your weekly reports the mortality per thousand for 
your city. 

The calculation should be made in accordance with the following formula : 

To calculate the annual death rate per thousand of a place from the returns for one 
week, the weekly population is first ascertained and then the number of deaths for the 
week divided by the weekly population and the quotient multiplied by 1,000. The 
following example will render this clear : 

The exact number of weeks in a year is 52. 17747. The total population for Matanzas, 
45,125, is divided by this number, giving the weekly population 864. For the week 
ended April 28, 1900, the deaths in this city numbered 14. The annual death rate per 
1,000, that is to say, the number of deaths in each 1,000 of population, if the same 

rate be maintained throughout the year, is obtained as follows : 14 X 1,000 

™ =16. 20 per 

1,000. 864 

G. M. Guiteeas, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. B. 8. 

Reports from Nuevitas, Cribara, and Puerto Padre. 

Nuevitas, Cuba, May 8, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended May 5, 1900 : Four vessels have arrived and 9 bills of health 
have been issued. There have been 4 deaths. La grippe has been 



